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’ camer'-ed ’“Lesday with his top agvi-_x

-sers on what should be done about

- the presence of Soviet combat troops -
-in Cuba. The advisers then met in un-
 isual sessionr'to map their proposals.
" The’conclusions of the President’s
PoLcy Review Committee were com-
-~ mumicated 16 Carter late in-the-day,
-b.xttheWteHouserefusedtopm-
. ¥ide any details.; 1t S
. Press‘Sﬂm'etary Jody:Powel! smd
. Ierely that “the Prasident has ‘dis-.
“cussed (Cuba) with his advisers and'
- his advisershave met separately.” ’.
*.~ zAttending the meeiing of the Poli .
€y :Review . Committee were Vice
" President Mondale, Secretary of State -
Cyrus R. Vance, Secretary of Defense -
Earold Brown, CIA. Director- Stans-
“field Twrner-and national secunty
Adviser Zbigniew Brrzezinski, ..
The White House meeting came as *
‘the Soviet troop issue threatened to

bziloon into a major controversy with .-

today’s reconvening of the 95th Can- P

) be embarrassed.”

’ hgence led- to suspicions of a Soviet3
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_ment. by “:the - Sandinista .- Nahonal
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The bnﬂade-mze Sov-zet force in
Cuba was: detﬂcted after reexaminas
- tion-of intelligence‘data following a

= National Secunty ‘Council . order in- %’

" late July to Intensify scrutiny-of such
information” and : to- improve- analyszs
=.of the-Soviet-Cuban relationshipii7 i -

verthrow of the Nicaraguan' govern<

- Liberation Front. Administration offi- -
«cials’'say they believe the overthrow
-'Was heloed “sxgmfmntly‘ by Hava-;
na A2
e The consensx.s thhm the Admzms
tranrm now gppears to be that the So=<:
viet “brigade”- in Cuba has been’
g‘omnv since at least 1976 .and per

s Y b e

~. The -eouncil’s. action - fol!owed the'

s photography: analysts must; find clues:
+:0n athletic fields,:A baseball diamond
:prabably ‘means ‘a’ Cuban unit,’ since:

-language used in radio messages pro-’

" haps since 1974, and that it is primari
. ly a “hand- holchng force intended to_
" insure Cubans against Americanreata-. .
hatwn while Cuban troops wel-g m
. tervering in Africa. . |
The pr evathg Lheory among Ad- :
ministration officials is that the Cus

.bans, when they agreed.to act as So-

‘viet surrogates i’ Angolia and Ethio<

pia, recognized that Vietnam- fahgued

-Washington would: niot : retahate iy o

‘mediately but might strike back;, po=;

‘litically’, or- militarily . as’ the. ‘Cubans-

contxm:ed their Dew role on the Afid<

‘can continent.’; ¢ '
" In this'view,; the Sow t bri

gade.’; ;
has nomilitary significance hecause 1!

{is too small to stop any’determined
“invasion.:But'it has considerable po-
; litical signifiéance, both. ip: terms, of
.domestic:American politics-and in the
i Sovxet .American relationiship.

<, 0ne’ official likened it to: {he: irp
-mre” rolé of U.S. forces in; West Ber-
.Jin The 'Gls could not hold off a. Sos
vnet attack for long, he-said, but mick’s
ian_attick on.American troops, wotld
reqmre a Washmgton coumerblovr 5. ;.?
7. "We've-been amazingly" ignorant"
about} {he_Soviet military growth, in’
.Cuba,7 one-official - conceded.;""We$
don’t know its timing, its pace of. its]
dimensions, We only know enough to

;= Satellite and spy plane photos plus f
e!ectronie intercepts and other intel-

N
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.05z

o bhgade

month -5} i

0 Cuban sur/exllanceoperauoné have
___,Vbeen sitort=changed in. personnel and :
+ money, one official complained, The:

vze? éf@ﬁp;

"CIA ha3 been ‘almost allemc to lh :
ub)eCt " be malnmned.\ A ',": :
-In-part 1hi$ “inteiligence. gap wagi
he result’of Administration efforts m:

977 ta improve relations with Hava~-.
ia. by. SlOpmnV spy plane ov«rﬂwnys

or about six months. Policy- level of - }

‘fmals who. supported that suspensmn 4

were ‘reluctant *in. 1979 to- inlerpre

the confuqng 1nlelhgenc° mformauon

! 3 there (mlo
uba) ant ask*who they'.are,” you
“know," one official said. Russrans and
Lbans-, wear ithe{:same-:nifornis,
rive~the~same.; tanka:; Sometimes.-

vssians.don't “play the’ game.’ The'

vides better evxdence of the nahonal-

g...the'Senate::Foreign.: Relatxons,
Commzttee swas_. forced - -t postpone
ntit foday a closed- hearing that had-
;bven scheduled for: Tues ay after-:
0on; on- why:. U.S.. lmeihgence had!
“failed to detect the Sovret troopy’ pre
nce in Cuba éarlier.” N :
“After denying as recently as u ya
'that there had been any, significant ;
increase in. Soviet troop strength. in<
uba, the State Department last Fris.
day- confirmed the presence of . ,what,
appears lo be a Soviet combai unit’ ‘of ! *
between 2,000 and 3,000 men = £
‘Accompanying . Turner. {0° the
Foreign “Relations : hearmgs will be-
Adm. -B." R Inman, directos” of the
Pentagon’s National Security- Agency.
Lt. Gen. Eugene F. Tighe Jr.; dlrector.
ofZthe Defense .Intelligence Agency; -
and David D.-Newson undersea'etay‘
of state {or political affairs.: " :
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